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The Feast. of St Francis of A551§1 is celebrat§d on 4 Octobel-r each year. It is also fiurlng thlS. time thz_lt t_he ) All are welcome to the annual Mention My Name Remembrance Service to be held on Wednesday, 5 October at St
Commupl‘Fy takes the opportunity to bear witness more delllberately to the Fr.an01scan charism that 1s.1mb.edded in Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney, commencing at 7pm. Launched in 2015, this special remembrance service honours the
our Christian characters. Unfortunately, the Community will not be celebrating the Feast of St Francis this year lives of those who have lost their lives through suicide or misadventure. This gentle and peaceful service offers hope
because of the unavailability of the new incoming Franciscan Provincial. The Franciscans held their Provincial and counsel to those who are also grieving the loss of loved ones. RSVP by Wednesday, 28 September 2016 to
Chapter from 26-30 September 2016 in which a new Provincial would be elected. Fr Phillip Miscamble OFM was Nancy Murdocca 9646 6908 or visit bereavementsupport@catholiccemeteries.com.au.
elected as the new Provincial Minister on 28th September 2016.
The next installation of Memorial Plaques for deceased relatives and friends in St Joseph’s Chapel of Asiana MONTH of PRAYER and FASTING for MARRIAGE and FAMILIES
Centre will be held on Wednesday, 2 November, All 'SO‘ﬂS Day. Application must be received before 2™ The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference has announced a Month of Prayer and Fasting for Marriage and
October. Anyone who intends to apply for the installation of new plaques may contact: Anthony Iu 0433 780 103, Families for October. Every Catholic parish and school in Australia is encouraged to pray for this intention during
97?7'8930 or Thomas Wong 04.14 341 361; 9554-8535. : : their normal schedule of Masses, Rosaries, Adoration and Prayer Groups. 2nd October: Flourishing of Marriages
Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. and Families. 9th October: Strengthening of Distressed Marriages and Families. 16th October: Same-Sex Attracted
Pleage encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for and Gender Uncertain Persons and their Families. 23rd October: Respectful National Discussion on Marriage and a
details. Good Outcome. The resource kit for the Month of Prayer and Fasting for Marriage and Families can be downloaded
from the Australian Catholic Marriage and Family Council website: www.acmfc.org.au
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All community members are cordially invited to attend the ordination Mass of Eddie Ho to the Permanent Diaconate LPpEA I E SRS BAEE S TE L30T
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We offer our congratulatlons to Eddie and Anne and let us keep Eddie in our prayers as he prepares to be ordained to BT RS E 0 hois— BAY A T = 2:00- 4,00 T
the Permanent Diaconate.
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“The Greatest Truths Are The Simplest” John Li
(< 3 @) (DaDao Zhi Jian)

A series of activities of celebration will be conducted annually by our Community during St. Francis Feast Day on 4th
October in commemoration of the Franciscan heritage of poverty and simplicity handed down to us through generations
of over 800 years. Simplicity is a special grace of the Order of St. Clare.

“The greatest truths are the simplest” is the concept of Chinese philosophy of Toaism tradition, referring to the
“ultimate truth” as the basic principles of method and discipline, which can be reduced to a single statement, according to
the tradition that a true statement can be made in a simple sentence and the untruth in volumes.

The Way in Chinese culture refers to way of heaven being most simple, most beautiful and most natural. The Way of
Man follows one’s own nature. In Christian religions, the account of Creation given in Chapter I — I in Genesis is the
simplest narration covering the origin of creation and human beings, Man’s fall and the promise of salvation. No other
scientific theory can be compared with the simplicity of Genesis. Other samples of simple truth, like God is Love, or God
is Merciful, etc. These are samples of simple truth.

Pope Francis released his first Encyclical — “Laudato Si” on 24th May 2015 in 246 paragraphs which was inspired by
the famous Canticle of the Sun by St. Francis in the 13th century. The title of the Encyclical is taken from the opening
verse of the Canticle. Moved by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis was in an ecstatic condition when he burst out his admiration
on the wonders of creation and the need to express that feeling in song of praise.

Great truths are simple enough to be expressed in a simple statement of a few words. The most difficult thing is that
of simplification, nothing by means of perfunctory action, or naivety. It calls for high degree of wisdom in maturity of
expression. What is perfect is what is simple and what is simple and what is wise. The Chinese wisdom of 5 # /& % (hou
ji bo fa)(to rise abruptly based on its accumulated strength or resources) is the truth of this concept. The technique of
simplicity is not simple.

On the practical side, when things get complicated with minute details, it is the time that we have not applied the
principle of wisdom. Divide a complicated task into two and one should start with the easy part first. Following this track,
difficulty will be solved, assisted by continuous effort and determination.

That is the secret of the “Greatest truths are the simplest”, and enlightenment will come naturally.

The Chinese cliché, + i 2 f§ Da Dao Zhi Jian is often compared with ¥ + # ;%(Bo Da Jing Shen)(translated to
mean broad and profound in depth of extensive knowledge), normally refers to learning and thinking, Though direct
opposite in meaning, they are two sides of the same coin. The secret is that the simple can be transformed into complex,
gathering all the salient points to attain mastery through comprehensive study of the subject. A new subject will be
created after integration of all the relevant factors. The Encyclical Laudato Si can be said to be created in similar manner,
giving new life to Ecology with theological perspective.

According to the Life of St. Francis of Assisi, the Saint was in a ecstatic stage when he sang his famous Canticle of
the Sun:

“Most high, all powerful, all good Lord!

All praise is Yours, all glory, all honor, and all blessing.

To You, alone, Most High, do they belong.

No mortal lips are worthy to pronounce Your name.

Be praised, my Lord, through all Your creatures,

especially through my lord Brother Sun,

who brings the day; and You give light through him.

And he is beautiful and radiant in all his splendor!

Of You, Most High, he bears the likeness.

Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars;

in the heavens You have made them bright, precious and beautiful.”

Etc.

St. Francis was moved by the Holy Spirit when he sang the Canticle of the Sun and after 800 years, Pope Francis was
moved by the same Holy Spirit to write his Encyclical which was widely received the world media for reason that it is not
only the Christians would care about it, the Papal Message concerns everyone, as the world is only Home. For us, we

should study this Encyclical in a spirit of prayer.
The full text can be accessed from Vatican web-site: http://w2vatican.va/content/Vatican/en.html.



