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25/8 6:30pm The Crypt of St | Bishop Lee Bun Sang Stephen, Bishop of Macau, will be , _ .
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Cathedral welcoming mass organised by Chinese Catholic Community August 21, 2016, Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)
Inc. All are welcome to join the celebration.
27/8 2pm - 4pm | Asiana Centre Community Mor.lthl.y Eucharlstlc Adoration. ‘ . 8 4 (fier the master of the house has arisen and locked the door.
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to join and pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament. | then will you stand outside knocking and saying, "Lord, open
the door for us.”  (Luke 13:25)
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Mandarin and Cantonese Catechumen classes commence at Asiana Centre and at SPJ today and are still
accepting enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will celebrate the annual Memorial Mass for the Unborn on Friday 2
faith. Catholics are also encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 September at 7.30pm at St Mary’s Cathedral. The Mass will be offered in commemoration of the lives lost
058 199 for details. to abortion and in solidarity with the women and men who grieve this profound lost. During the Mass 82
Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in candles will b_e.boug'ht forwar.d to represent the 82 lives lost to abortion each day in NSW. All are invited to
person. Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on attend. Enquiries: Life, Marriage and Family Centre, 9307 8404 or LMFevents@sydneycatholic.org
0401 058 199 for details. ) ) ) o )
Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located The Archdiocese of Sydngy is hgstlng the first Catholic Singles Conferqnce from 16-18 September in North
on the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Romans” by Sydney. The conference is for single men and women of all ages and will feature popular keynote
using the Little Rock Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us. pre§enters from the USA, workshops, as well as a 1950s themed dinner Fiance at. Luna Park. There are also
optional pre and post conference events. The conference is an opportunity for singles to grow in faith and
friendship. For more information about the conference and to register visit, www.catholicyouthservices.org
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The First Refugee Olympic Team Sr. Teresa Chiu

In Rio Olympic 2016

Seized with a sudden impulse on the last Saturday (7th August), I wished to view the Opening Ceremony of Rio Olympic
2016, partly due to media reports that preparation works have encountered some problems, and the safety of the athletes is
a matter of serious concern for this major event.

Fortunately, thanks be to God that the Opening Ceremony went on smoothly with the joyful support of all the athletes in
high spirit. The Ceremony was a climax and went on without incident according to plan. The setting stage was designed to
be environmental friendly and beautiful.

I did not watch the whole program and I missed the part when the Refugee Olympic Team made their entry into the
Maracana Stadium. Fortunately a friend of mine informed me through What’s App. About this team and I was deeply
moved by their stories.

Bearing no team, no flag, or no national anthem, 10 determined athletes emerged to a huge reception when they were
introduced to the world during the opening ceremony of the Rio Olympics.

It is my intention to introduce one of the ten athletes, Ms Yusra Mardini, and if opportunity is available to cover some other
members of this team, as their experience in hardship of survival will be inspiring for all of us.

MsYusra Mardini, an 18 years old Syrian girl would enter 200M free style swimming.

She was born in Damascus, Syria but now is living in refugee camp in Germany. One year ago, she was in a passenger in a
smuggler of people ferry boat which was capsized in the Mediterranean. She could swim and was instrumental to save 20
other passengers on the same boat.

From the turbulent waters in the Mediterranean, she swam into the still pool in Rio. It was a long road to Rio when Mardini
all the way to her dream. Born and brought up in Syria, she was trained to represent the country at the Olympic since her
childhood days. Unfortunately war broke out and there was no more training, not even her own survival. In last August,
Mardini, together with her sister, and hundreds of her compatriots began to flee from her own country, into Lebanon, Turkey
and Greece. When the rubber dinghy began to take in water in their flight to Greece, Mardini, together with her sister and
another unknown girl dragged on craft with one hand, using the free hand and legs to tug the boat onto the shore of Greece.
She stayed seven days in Greece and there she crossed Macedonia and Servia into Hungary. She was held at gun-point by
the frontier police whilst they were on train, But Mardini smiled. Questioned why she laughed at gun-point, Mardini replied
that she could have died once and nothing could scare her any more. The two sisters suffered more hardship when crossing
Hungary, and finally they reached Germany in 35 dyas.

In the Refugee Camp in Berlin, Mardini, met an Egyptian interpretor who knew that Mardini was a good simmer. She was
urged to go to a swimming club in Germany. The German Coach thought that she had the potential to take part in the Rio
Game. She was persuaded to stay for training. It was her original plan that she would take part in the Olympics in Tokyo in
2020. After a crash course of training, she was eligible to go to Rio.

Mardini told the media that it was painful for her to leave the maternal country and which made her feeling better when
there were hundreds of thousands of her countrymen shared the same fate. We encouraged one another, supported one
another. Olympics was her dream and through her sample, might inspire others who were made refugees.




