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10/7 2pm - 4pm | St Mary's | This year is Year of Mercy, our community will be holding a
(Sun) Cathedral | Pilgrimage at St Mary's Cathedral. During the visit, we will enter
the door of Mercy, pilgrimage through the path of Mercy, visit the
Crypt, Eucharistic Adoration, Sacrament of Reconciliation and
prayers.

We would like to invite everyone to join. For further enquiry or
register, please contact your group leaders or

Candy Lui 0437 695 744 candymylui@gmail.com

#F £ News

BF ot 35 B sre 02016227 280 A 6] ady ' 7 oo fo B 04k 4 R 3% B 7ERTFL o LA
RACRTER oA B AL A B o 3 BA L A7 o T35 0401 058 199 o Frent: 4 % 4

g AT Mr oo

v X ?{?{%m %,fikﬁ Z T e 40 R ;.e;‘i‘g';ig—ﬁ/\ 4@k o ;?é—ﬁ fmam A %“-\4‘3 o »}; g&%&;ﬁzgﬁ_@
B4 1 (0401 058 199) 4 34 -

FREREED A T E-ELIaw G

DR ARKE-MERIR o mEN T B e 2
P TRE AL o H A R T R

% A e o Bind e -

T’
T’

Mandarin and Cantonese Catechumen classes commence at Asiana Centre and at SPJ today and are still
accepting enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our
faith. Catholics are also encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401
058 199 for details.
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July 3, 2016, Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)

“The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask
the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his
harvest.” (Lk 10:2)
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Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person. Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on
0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located
on the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Romans” by
using the Little Rock Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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Widowhood John Li

Women’s Liberation is part of Feminism culture of modern times and the talk of widowhood will be deemed as
counter-culture. But from the ethical point of view in Chinese culture, it retains the splendour of moral virtue,
as reflected in Catechism of the Catholic Church #1805 in Cardinal Virtues which are firm attitudes, stable
dispositions, habitual perfections of intellect and will that govern our actions, order our passions, and guide our
conduct according to reason and faith. They are known as Prudence, Justice, Fortitude and Temperance. The
moralf virtues are acquired by human effort, and they are the fruit and seed of morally good acts regardless of
time frames.

In His public life, Jesus has shown many times his compassion towards widows and orphans. He raised the
widow’s son at Nain and in parable of the widow and the unjust Judge, Jesus told the people not to lose heart
and pray always. In Chinese customs and traditions, widowhood is a state of life chosen to remain unmarried
throughout her life so that she can dedicate her whole self to raising her children until death. In modern times,
re-marriage after the death of the first husband is very common. So widowhood is a voluntary life-long
commitment to extend her marriage vow after the death of her husband. The term Widowhoody (Virtuous
Woman) brings her state of life to the Christian Virtue of Temperance. In our Community, we have several
widows leading the life of widowhood who wish to remain anonymous and their wishes should be respected. I
have known a case and for the sake of confidentiality, the subject person is identified as Mrs. Chan.

Thirty years ago, Hong Kong people had to make a choice when sovereignty had to be returned to China. Like
many immigrants, the Chan family settled in Sydney. Mrs. Chan came from a wealthy family and educated in a
Catholic School working as Banzing executive in Hong Kong. Her husband, a civil servant of Hong Kong
Government applied for early retirement. They have a son pursuing a tertiary education for a double-degrees in
the university. They should live happily in the host country had it not been struck by an accident which took the
life of her husband. Faced with such disaster, Mrs. Chan displayed her ability to meet such exigency, to take
care of the funeral, the education of her son and the family estate. Later on, her son returned to Hong Kong to
take up an employment, and Mrs. Chan had to travel between two cities ever since. Mrs. Chan might have been
preoccupied by the burden of running two homes and the gnawing pain of the loss of her husband began to
grow. Though she was strong enough to control her external feeling, she maintained external peace in her
attitude, never complaining her fate or to show any negative feeling towards others. It would be appropriate for
me to quote a poem from Li Shangyin(813-858), of Tang Dynasty in his famous poem —Zither:

A zither with reasons unknown has fifty strings:

Each string and fret recall to me my bygone springs.
Puzzles as felt by Zhuang Zhou from his dream of butterfly:
Sadness as aired out by King Wang’s soul in cuckoos’cry.
Tears shed on the moon-lit sea like mermaids’ pearls
And the sun at Nantian warming the jade till smoke curls.
All these feelings will forever be cherished by me,

But in the past I felt only perplexity.

Mrs. Chan began her widowhood in her middle age, now over-qualified for Senior Card and when assaulted by
materialistic trend, she maintained her love and pledge when she made the marriage vow. Unless she had a very
steadfast virtue of Temperance, how could she resist “recall my bygone springs?” and the “tears drops like
mermaids’ pearls?” or the past “only in perplexity?” Another poetess, Ni Yanjie (1607A.D.) ({71_2) in Ming
period under similar title, Playing Hat}z, exclaimed that the soul in Wu Tong Tree (Chinese parasol) never died
and still sounding out groan of a broken heart. The poetess had poetic license to quote Wu Tong Tree, long
believed to have male and female branches under the same species, the harp, made from wood of parasol,
maintained a sorrowful tune. For the past twenty odd years, she maintained her visit to the resting place of
husband at Rockwood Cemetery. She confided in me that she obtained all the helps she needed from prayers,
undoubtedly a source of strength.

We have in our midst a simple aging widow, and for her love towards her late husband, she maintained socially
a low-key style of life in widowhood, practicing the virtue of Temperance without any complaint against fate.
In the days of Mencius, four social groups, the widowers, the widows, the orphans and the solitaries were
identified as destitute, deserving special consideration from the State. Shall we remember those less fortunate
brothers and sister during the Year of Mercy?



