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28/5 2-4pm Asiana Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration.
(Sat) Centre Please open the invitation to any of your relatives &
friends to join and pray together in front of the Blessed
Sacrament.
29/5 1:30 — 3pm St. Peter Community is organising a "health and general well-being"
(Sun) Julian’s talk by Dr Christina Lai, all are welcome.
Church Hall
3/6 6:30pm Asiana Mass to commemorate the suffering of the Sacred Heart
(Fri) Centre of Jesus. All are welcome.
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Mandarin and Cantonese Catechumen classes commence at Asiana Centre and at SPJ today and are still
accepting enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our
faith. Catholics are also encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401
058 199 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person. Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on
0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located
on the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Romans” by
using the Little Rock Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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Sunday, May 22, 2016, Trinity Sunday (Year C)

The Spirit of truth ... will speak what he hears, and will
declare to you the things that are coming. He will glorify
. Everything that the Father has is mine. (Jn 16:13-15)
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to the main church at Vatopedi Monastery;,
Mount Athos in Greece (circa 1000 AD).

Voice for the voiceless: A statement by the Catholic Bishops of Australia on the election.
The bishops have issued a statement on the 2016 Federal Election, addressed to Catholics and all
people of goodwill. You can find the full statement, including the bishops’ list of some of the
people discarded in our throwaway culture, at www.catholic.org.au/election

The Archdiocesan Social Justice Gathering is on again, with expert speakers and practitioner
lead workshops. The workshops will be caring for creation and caring for our common home.
Come along and learn how you could be living Laudato Si. Saturday, 4 June 2016, 10.30 am —
3.30 pm at St Columba’s Parish Hall, 213 Elswick St, Leichardt North. Free lunch and
refreshments provided. Registration essential — www.justiceandpeace.org.au or call 9307 8465.
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http://catholic.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0bfcbfe7b23d4d0399421d8b1&id=7c7c39f207&e=5f4aca54fe
mailto:info@ccpc.net.au
http://www.ccpc.net.au/
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On Square and Circle

John Li

Mencius said, “The power of vision of Li Lou, and skill of hand of Gonshu, without the
compass and square, could not form squares and circle.” — Book VII, Pt. 1, The Works of Mencius.

This article is not meant for mathematics, solely on human interpersonal skill, dealing social
and moral dimensions.

Anyone who masters the skill of “square” and “circle” within the meaning and tradition of
Chinese culture will be a successful person. The meaning of “square” in Chinese refers to basic
principles whereas “circle” refers to the art of making changes. As “square” implies basic
principles, it will not change whereas “circle” is flexibility, making necessary changes not at the
expense of the basic principles. “Square” in the Chinese sense is the basic principles covering all
forms of social life, and “Circle” likewise is the technigue of adapting social life.

“Square” means fair and square in every aspect according to one’s concept of justice and
principles, not to be influenced by others under any circumstances. “Circle” refers to experienced
social skill in one’s performance, neither to assume the role of leader nor left behind others, with
ability to ascertain circumstances to move forward or backwards at one’s free will.

Maintaining a life style excessively rigid on being “square” and fair, one would be liable to
expose oneself to seen or unseen injury,( e.g. St. Thomas More — a Man for All Seasons) On the
other hand, one may be capable to please everybody, to manipulate any situations in any company.
In Chinese cultural context, a man of principle should possess the ability and skill to compromise
at point of issue without the danger of forfeiting one’s basic principle. The concept of “square” is
the root of one’s life, representing the back-bone of uprightness under any circumstances.

A famous US writer/lecturer, Dale Carnegie once said that for the success of an executive, 15%
relies on one’s professional expertise and the rest is dependent upon one’s the interpersonal skill.

The same condition would apply to our Christian living, depending on the principle of “square”
and “circle”. As far as faith is concerned, action is required to observe the articles of faith, the
commandments, and the teaching of the Church. Christian living is the practice of charity and in
area of interpersonal relationship, it is fellowship with Christ in the centre. “Thus a superior man
may be imposed on by what seems to be as it ought to be, but he cannot be entrapped by what is
contrary to right principle.” (Wan Zhang Pt. I, Works of Mencius)

The Sydney Harbour Bridge has been serving the Sydneysiders for 84 years after its
commissioning. The secret of success for this vast engineering wonder was due to the use of “nuts
and bolts”, holding all the component parts into one unique whole. Each piece of component, be it
metal or concrete, were joined together by nuts and bolts/screws/nuts. The screws are round in
diameter and they can be tightened with another piece with nuts normally in square shape. Thus,
putting all the component parts together, we have our bridge over the harbour for 84 years. This
world-class engineering masterpiece will help illustrate how religious communities are operated for
those leading consecrated life in the Roman Catholic Church.

In a consecrated life community, fellowship is indispensable for life of perfection and to
reinforce the pursuit of perfection, Rules are important as they were created to maintain the spirit
and ideal of consecrated life. Novitiate is the moulding period for the lifelong fellowship in the
religious orders/institutes. Many such orders are over 800 years old and are going strong, simply
through the mechanism of rules and fellowship, in layman’s term, it is the nuts and bolts, or
“square” and “circle” in the wisdom of Mencius.



