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Sunday, April 17, 2016, Fourth Sunday of Easter (Year C)

Jesus said: “My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please

\ ’» .
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for details. g f ollow me.” (John 10:2 7)
Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first %
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians” by using the Little Rock JOBR BRE BN m?{*—% e O LRI L S
Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us. & N ( 10:27)
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LREEE St S EAE R ELY LR IR LI o G A The ANZAC Solemn Vigil Mass of Remembrance at St. Mary’s Cathedral will be held on Sunday, 24 April
SR, RGP R B KR, A AR R RIS ¢ RS, T S EA ¢RI R ATIRR G B 2016 at 6.00pm. The Mass will be offered for peace, and for the lives and service of the Australian Defence
p o e e s S Em o Men 4 B A s s ThRe ) 5 i A e o] o .. Force members. All are welcome to attend and pay their respects to the Fallen, and to pray for those who
PREMULFE, REPAREIIA W )T R NG gt BRI RS R R, TGS serve or have served the nation in a military or civilian capacity in the defence of Australia.
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FR LGP0 BIIA? RIS F T - A LER PR IR RE ST R, Fp - PILGRIMAGE OF MERCY - St Mary’s Cathedral Holy Door
Figesed 2 BAvRApRT - “EREERTT kg FAEERE T 0 v LFRT 0 ofle” FET L “The practice of pilgrimage has a special Elace in the Holy Year, because it represents the journey each of us
33 RF AR, CFMET AL ERREON, 8 L AERS O HERE R T, LE e AL makes in this life”. Pope Francis. Throughout this Year of Mercy, you are invited to come to St Mary’s

P ' Cathedral and make a Pilgrimage of Mercy. Walk through the Holy Door and make a pilgrimage along the
FOE RN, BT GLESES R - TR, FaEp SRRy AN L £ R R RG TIEE R, B Way of Mercy - six different Mercy Stations throughout the Cathedral where you can stop, reflect and pray.
Shg; WABE BHEAL RAENIREHT EEERT BE ATT NS D k URDAT P For more information see www.sydneycatholic.org/yearofmercy.
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Presentation of Pope Francis’ new document on family Life

(Vatican Radio 08/04/2016) Minutes after its publication on Friday, Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation on the family was
being scrutinized and commented on in countries across the globe.

The lengthy document, entitled “Amorios Laetitia”, or The Joy of Love, draws together the work of the last two Synods of
Bishops, affirming the Church’s teaching that stable families are the building blocks of a healthy society and a place where
children learn to love, respect and interact with others.

But the same time, the text warns against idealizing the many challenges facing family life, urging Catholics to care for,
rather than condemning, those whose lives do not reflect the teaching of the Church.

Philippa Hitchen went along to the press conference where the document was presented by Cardinals Christoph Schonborn
and Lorenzo Baldisseri, together with an Italian married couple who took part in the 2014 and 2015 Synods of Bishops on
the family...

It was significant that Cardinal Schonborn of Vienna, son of divorced parents, was selected to present the key concepts at
the heart of this document. Important too, that he suggested bishops should read the text with the help of married men and
women, who are grappling with all their daily frustrations and “mixtures of enjoyment and struggles” that family life
presents. Because in its nine chapters, he says, Pope Francis speaks about families with a charity that’s hard to find in any
other teaching documents of the Church.

Having said that, he warned this is not a text that can be ready in a hurry, or summarized in a few sentences. It ranges from
biblical and spiritual reflects on the family, through very practical discussions on love, sexuality and the education of
children, to the many contemporary challenges of unemployment, inadequate housing, migration and violence that have an
especially damaging effect on families.

But throughout its 250 pages, as the Austrian cardinal made clear, “something has changed” in the way the Church speaks
about people’s personal lives. Judgmental expressions like ‘living in sin’ or ‘irregular situations’, he says have been replaced
by a language of welcome, inclusion and accompany every person, at whatever stage of life’s journey they find themselves.
It’s clear, the document says, that “we need a healthy dose of self-criticism” to see how “the way we present our Christian
beliefs and treat other people” has contributed to the crisis of family life today.

It is not a linguistic change either. At the core of Pope Francis vision in this text is the concept of “personal and pastoral
discernment of particular cases”, recognizing that the Church cannot simply judge all marital breakdowns or non-
conventional relationships in the same way. Instead, pastors must learn to listen to each person’s story and “make room for
the consciences of the faithful.... Who are capable of carrying out their own discernment” in very complex situations.

But what does this mean in practice, I hear you ask? Well, the definitive answers, the cardinal said, are found in paragraph
300 where the Pope says “neither the Synod nor this Exhortation could be expected to provide a new set of general rules,
canonical in nature and applicable to all cases.” One size just doesn't fit all, as every parent know perfectly well. Furthermore,
the Pope says, it’s not he, but the bishops in different countries who are best placed to “seek solutions” that are culturally
sensitive to local traditions and practice.

Pope Francis trusts in the joy of love, though he does say he understands “those who prefer a more rigorous pastoral care
which no room for confusion.” If we see everything as black and white, he warns, we close off God’s way of grace and
growth. Instead we must respond to people with generous love to help them overcome barriers and be fully welcomed into
the life of the Church. Including, if you read the footnotes carefully, with the help of the sacraments which are not “a prize
for the perfect but a powerful medicine and nourishment for the weak.”

So is this document overturning traditional Church teaching on marriage and the family? Absolutely not. The text is full of
quotes from previous popes and is a passionate endorsement of the joy that family life can bring to mums and dads, kids
and grandparents, aunts and uncles and he whole extended network of family life which still exists in many countries of the
world today. And while it doesn’t provide cut and dried answers to all the challenges, it really does try to raise the questions
and ensure that the Church keeps the door open to the ongoing conversation.

(For full text, please download PDF from Holy See web site: w2.Vatican.va/content/Vatican/en.htmi
for Amoris Laetitia — Apostolic Exhortation)
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