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9/4 (Sat) 4:30pm Asiana Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Centre
17/4 (Sun) 9:30am Asiana Children Baptism at Asiana Centre for age 6 years old or under.
Centre Applications forms to be obtained and lodged at SPJ or Asiana
Centre.
For details, contact Simon Liu on 0411 377 618 or
Mary Liu on 0412 261 196
30/4 (Sat) 2-4pm Asiana Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration.
Centre Please open the invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join
and pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
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CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL COMMUNITY

Rk kb Asiana Centre (37 7' # ), 38 Chandos Street, Ashfield NSW 2131
@ + 2R % info@ccpe.net.au 3 P 4 Akt ;. www.cepce.net.au Tel: 8005 1398, Fax: 8580 5135
4 i #48/4 < Chaplains: Fr. Martin Low OFM 7 3#%: 0424 883 838
Fr. Joseph Lu OFM & 3#&: 0400 544 981
Fr. Jacob Wang T 35 0488 042 077
i3 % Sisters: Sr. Teresa Chiu 7 ;‘?' (02) 9716 6460 @2 : (02) 9799 1377
Sr. Agnes Chang # 3#%: (02) 9560 3071
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Sunday, April 10, 2016, Third Sunday of Easter (Year C)

“When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tucked

in his garment, for he was lightly clad, and jumped into the
sea. (John 21:7)
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= 4 p 4. Next Sunday Readings:

Mural of the post-resurrection miraculous haul of B ZHA T A Acts 13:14, 43-52
fish and Peter swimming to shore, in the Greek B BT & Rev 7:9, 14B-17
B F AR . In 10:27-30

Orthodox Church in Capernaum, Galilee

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians” by using the Little Rock
Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.

REFLECTION

The Book of Revelation is a difficult book to read. This is because we have a difficulty understanding both what it
says and how it says it. More light on these two areas will greatly facilitate our understanding of the book of
Revelation.

What it Says: Revelation is all about disclosing the mind of God. People sometimes read it as a book of prophecy for
our times, finding in Revelation predictions that are fulfilled in our days. The message of Revelation is certainly
relevant to our times. But it was even more relevant to the times and situations in which it was written. Any serious
attempt to understand Revelation, therefore, will have to start with its message for the Christians of the late 1st
century AD for which it was originally intended, before attempting to apply the message to our own present situation.
The reader must adopt a THEN and NOW approach to avoid misinterpretation.

How it Says It: Revelation is an underground, politically subversive literature meant to deliver a message to Christian
readers while at the same time confounding non-Christian readers. To achieve this end, the book uses code names and
symbolisms which would be familiar within the circle of its intended Christian readers but unfamiliar to those outside
the circle. These codes and symbolisms are sometimes numerical, such as the number seven for fullness, 12 and its
multiples for the covenanted people of God, and 666 (or 616) for Caesar Nero(n). Unless we learn to think in terms of
early Christian symbolism, we are likely to find Revelation a book that is difficult to read, if not misleading.
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Call of Easter Fr. Martin Low

Lent is such a powerful season of pilgrimage through the desert, calling us to return to God with
our whole hearts. We arrive at Easter to celebrate the reality of new life out of death, but
sometimes forget this is another, even longer season, rather than a single day of celebration. What
does 50 days of resurrection look like? What would it mean to embark upon another pilgrimage
to the heart of our own creativity in collaboration with God at work, the one who brings newness
from the old and discarded?

The story of Easter morning is such a story of surprise and complete reversal of expectation. Two
of the disciples and Mary go very early to the tomb only to discover Jesus’ body is missing. They
are deep in grief, then confused that the body has been moved. Like all threshold moments of our
lives, there is a powerful call here. Where you expect to find death you suddenly discover the
evidence of death is gone. Where you expect to discover the broken body in the tomb you
encounter one who has been transformed, but do not recognize it right away.

Jesus appears to Mary but she does not see him at first. In her grief she holds powerful
assumptions about what has happened. She grasps onto an image of her beloved friend which no
longer matches the reality. This encounter is Mary’s moment of call as Jesus sends her to witness
to the disciples. She is being ushered on a new path forward. The trajectory of her life is changed
by this moment. I am captivated by the image of pilgrimage as a metaphor for our human
journeying. Not just the physical journeys we make to outward places, but to the interior places
of the heart, the new landscapes we are called to explore. Can we allow our own trajectories to
be oriented in a new direction?

Often the call arrives to our own lives uninvited. Something happens which we did not expect
and we need to shift our perspective to open our eyes to this new possibility. Sometimes it is an
unwelcome event like death or illness. Sometimes we seek out a new adventure in our lives.
Either way, a threshold is a liminal space, meaning in between places of security and knowing.
On the threshold we are called to release what we thought we knew and our desire to control what
is to come. It is an incredibly vulnerable place to be. Later Jesus tells Mary, “Do not hold onto
me.” Do not grasp at this new wonder. Approach with open palms. Be ready to receive the gifts
being offered. Know your life direction may take you somewhere unexpected.

The call of Easter is this invitation: to step forth across the threshold, to release all you thought
you know, to hold your palms open, to say yes to what comes. Do not hold too tightly to what
you think the outcome should be. Let yourself be surprised. Release your expectations and be
turned inside out. It is in the places of profound unknowing that we let ourselves enter into
Mystery. The resurrected life is at heart a great and mysterious process. It is not something we
can understand on logical terms, it is only something we can live into and experience.

One way to practice this is by making a commitment to a creative practice. When we step into
creating without agenda or plans, it is a process that leads us on a journey of discovery. We must
lean into the threshold place of not knowing how something will turn out. We must risk being
vulnerable. Creativity can teach us to step into the threshold, hold ourselves open, and receive
what arises (rather than what we think should happen). It is a powerful way to practice
resurrection of daily life. You do not need to travel far outwardly to make this kind of pilgrimage.



