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4/4 (Mon) 8pm Asiana "Ching Ming" Mass followed by installation of new memorial
Centre plaques into the Memorial Cabinet
9/4 (Sat) 4:30pm Asiana Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Centre
17/4 (Sun) 9:30am Asiana Children Baptism at Asiana Centre for age 6 years old or under.
Centre Applications forms to be obtained and lodged at SPJ or Asiana
Centre.

For details, contact Simon Liu on 0411 377 618 or
Mary Liu on 0412 261 196

30/4 (Sat) 2-4pm Asiana Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration.
Centre Please open the invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join
and pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
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The Good Friday Collection at Asiana Centre amounts to $3,329.30. The total amount will be sent to the Holy Land
Commissariat at the Franciscan Provincial Office in Waverley.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians” by using the Little Rock
Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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Sunday, April 3, 2016, Second Sunday of Easter (Year C)

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger
into the nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”
(John 20:25)
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Whenever you see a picture of St Thomas he is always represented as touching the wound in Christ's side, but in fact
the Gospel does not record this event. Christ certainty showed him his wounds and invited him to put his finger into
them but it seems that Thomas never took up the offer. What he did instead was to make an extraordinary profession
of faith with the words: My Lord and My God.

Thomas has always been represented as the doubting Thomas, but interestingly Thomas is portrayed in the Gospels as
being very brave. In St John's account of the raising of Lazarus when Jesus gets the message of Lazarus' illness and
he decides to go up to Jerusalem we find Thomas saying: Let us go too and die with him. These are not the words of
a timid and fearful man; a man beset by doubts. And yet when the Apostles told him about their meeting with the
Risen Lord, Thomas refused to believe in them. What Thomas had missed out on was an encounter with the Risen
Lord, and, no matter what the other Apostles said, he refuse to believe - he wasn't open to persuasion or reasoning.

And I think we have to say, "Rightly so! After all, faith does not come from reasoning or from what anyone else tells
us. Faith is a gift of God and it principally comes through an encounter with the Lord. And when Christ appeared to
Thomas that was enough, he never reached his hand out to actually touch the wounds. He did not need to. Instead he
fell to the ground with the great words: My Lord and My God" on his lips.
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Story-Telling by Archbishop Savio Han, SDB. John Li

The pastoral visit to Canada by Archbishop Han, SDB, from the Secretary of Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples during
Christmas period created a surge of enthusiasm amongst the internet users in Chinese language, particularly during winter times in
North America. A high turn-out rate from various Chinese Catholic communities in different parts of Canada proved that the talk given
in Cantonese simultaneously interpreted in Mandarin and English for all the participants a memorable success. As an administrative
person responsible for evangelization, Archbishop Han showed by example how to launch his campaign with a typical story-telling in
Chinese style. (employing the technique of thyming the last word in each line like: Kwai, Chung, Tung and Fung)

There was once a rich man with his daughter who had a few compulsory questions for the suitors when they come for the hands of his
daughter in marriage. The standard questions were:

What is a valuable thing and what is a weighty thing?

What thing will move if the wind blows?

Where will you accommodate the Golden Phoenix? (the name of the richman’s daughter)
Among her suitors, a young man from a wealthy family answered her questions:

Gold coin is valuable and gold ingot weighty.

Bank Draft moves when the wind blows.

A deluxe canopy to accommodate the Gold Phoenix.

Another suitor from the Imperial Court tendered his answer in:

A position in the Imperial Court is valuable and the official seal is weighty.

My official gown moves when the wind blows.

My top grade official residence will accommodate the Gold Phoenix.

Among the suitors was one scholar who had no hesitation to respond with his answers:
Books are valuable and love is weighty.

Casting your soft glance when the wind blows.

My heart chamber accommodates the Gold Phoenix.

Among the suitors, a Christian, moved by Holy Spirit, replied:

The Lord is valuable and the Soul is weighty.

The Holy Spirit moves when the wind blows.

The Heart of Jesus will accommodate the Human Phoenix.

The story ended with thunder of applause from the audience and Archbishop Han then began his talk on Evangelization.

Archbishop Han came from HK Diocese as member of Salesians of Don Bosco who also served a term as Provincial of China SDB, a
lecturer in Holy Spirit Seminary and a guest lecturer in the China Mainland Seminaries. He was invited to conduct a retreat for our
Community several years ago before he was selected by the Holy Father for the post as Secretary for the Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples. He is the first Chinese clergy to serve in the Holy See as Secretary of a Sacred Congregation. HK Diocese
is blessed by God that the Diocese has three cardinals and two archbishop in a span of less than 30 years.

In Chinese tradition, story-telling is often preceded with a short episode, like the well-known Journey to the West by Wu Cheng’en
whenever the folklore is told. Actually it is a story about a Buddhist Monk in Tang Dynasty who went West to India from the present
day Xian for the Buddhist Sutras so that Chinese translation could be made.

Shu Er, in the Confucian Analects,Chapter 7, para. 22,: “The Master said, *“ When I walk among with two others, they may serve me
as my teachers. I will select their good qualities and follow them, their bad qualities and avoid them.” The recorded dialogue between
Confucius and his disciples was presumed to base in an encounter when the Master’s journey was interrupted by a child who played
sand castles on the route of the Master. Confucius explained that they were on a journey to preach the doctrine of the Ancient kingship
through scholarship. The child challenged Confucius on his qualification and his knowledge. “Since you claim to have knowledge of
everything, tell me the number of roots of your eyebrows?” “I can’t see them and I don’t know!” “Then tell me the number of stars in
heaven!” “They are too many to be accounted for and I don’t know the exact number.” “Then tell me the distance of the Morning Sun
which looks like basin for ice and the distance of the Noon Sun which looks like a Jade Ring.” Pleading his ignorance, Confucius
honored the child as his Teacher with the ritual of bowing. This encounter was taken as an example for humility. “Do not claim
knowledge of a thing you don’t know, your not-knowing is a fact you don’t know. When I walk along with two others, they may serve
me as my teachers.”

There should be innovation in story-telling. In the Book of Ba Yi, the Confucian Analects, Chapter 3 para. .13: The Master said, “Not
so. He who offends against Heaven has none to whom he can pray.” If we can create a story of Mercy, (from the Bible obviously) it
will be an interesting opening in evangelization.



