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10/1 9:30am Children Baptism during 9:30 am Mass at Asiana Centre. Applications to Simon Liu

(Thu) and/or Mary Liu.

30/1 2:00pm to Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration at Asiana Centre. Please open the

(Sat) 4:00pm invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join and pray together in front of the
Blessed Sacrament. (Pray for the New Year)

Wishing you and your family a very Blessed 2016.
Happy New Year!
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Sunday, January 3, 2016, The Epiphany of the Lord (Year C)

They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the
house they saw the child with Mary his mother... (Matthew 2:10-11)
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Adoration of the Magi, c. 1440/1460 Detail FES L R RS R Acts 10:34-38
R FERAORT Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
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As the year 2015 has come to an end, Chinese Catholic Pastoral Community would like to thank the volunteers that
have generously donated their time and efforts so selflessly to our community. Maintaining a community takes

considerable time and effort, and we appreciate each and every one of you. Happy New Year 2016.
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Mandarin and Cantonese Catechumen classes will commence at Asiana Centre and at SPJ in February 2016 and are
now accepting enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith.
Catholics are also encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for
details.

Archbishop Anthony Fisher was unwell over Christmas. It seems he was struck by a food virus and this developed
into an inflammatory condition which requires strong medication.
While his condition is stable and a full recovery is expected, he is quite unwell at present. After the initial treatment

this week, he will need some extended time for recuperation. He asks us all to pray for him.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians” by using the Little Rock
Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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“Supreme Goodness [Tao] is like Water” by John Li

A new building project has been undertaken by Realty Developers under a Chinese name Shan Shui Ju (& -k £). In
Australia, it is rather rare for an Investment Consortium to name its project in Chinese, and more so to take the name from
Chinese Classics, Lao Zi. It is interesting to note that the Consortium has Chinese cultural background but evidently they
are not from Guangdong or Hong Kong. In Cantonese, the name “Shan Shui” thymes with “slippery water”. The majority
of the Cantonese people are still under the spell of superstition which means that the slippery surface at home is unsafe and
that the belief that the water retention is absent, meaning no accumulation of wealth, being unacceptable for a new home.
But from the point of good neighborhood in accordance with Christian ethics, it will be suitable for the writer to comment
on the text of Lao Zi, Chapter 8, as an act of goodwill for the home-owners in this new Estate.

Lao Zi Chapter 8

“The highest good is like that of water. The goodness of water is that it benefits the ten thousand creatures; yet itself does
not scramble, but is content with the places that all disdain. It is this that makes water so near to the Way. And if men think
the ground the best place for building a house upon. If among thoughts they value those that are profound, If in friendship
they value gentleness, In words, truth: in government, good order; In deeds, effectiveness, in actions, timeliness — In each
case it is because they prefer what does not lead to strife, And therefore does not go amiss.”

The Tao Te Ching and Holy Scriptures convey identical message in quotations such as in Jn.7:38 “Let anyone who is thirsty
come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers
of living water.” “but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that [ will give will
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”(Jn 4:14). For St. Francis of Assis, in his Canticle of Brother
Sun and Sister Moon, he sang: “Praise be You my Lord, through Sister Water, so useful, humble, precious and pure.”
Water as an agent for cleansing and also used as a symbol of purification in ethical rituals. Washing of hands as expression
of innocence (Ps 26:6; Matt.27:24) Keeping bodily clean is an act of internal purification as a prerequisite step, getting
nearer to God. In NT, what was used for cleansing at the Wedding in Cana, was turned into wine, a symbol of bodily
purification has been turned by the Holy Spirit into the Word.

In the mind of Lao Zi, water is the personification of the Way, and it is not a metaphysical, philosophical and religious
concept but simply the ethical in dimension. For the Catholic, the Tao or Way is the Word, and who ever accepts the Word
will have one’s heart flowing river of living water.

Water level though low is the target of our lives because water benefits the ten thousand things and yet never competes with
them. For the supreme good is like water, as it is the source of life, a treasure of human kind. Water in whatever its physical
form, whether gaseous, solid or liquid, never rests in cyclical to the service of men.

In like manner, we should maintain a low-profile attitude like water. To do good at all times and giving up evil deeds, not
for one’s own end and maintain our life throughout. A good deed is no good when made known to others and an evil act is
a big evil act if maintained in a closet. The Chinese concept is to separate oneself from source of evil, take the route of light,
and strived unceasingly towards the eternity for the benefit of all.

Confronted with the dilemma the doing Good or Evil, for better or for worse, in a state of agitated mood or in pursuit of
riches and honor for vanity, can we step back a little to contemplate the Chinese wisdom on water. “Accumulate one’s
virtues so that they can carry or accommodate others” is the supreme ideal for the just?

In Sydney, a house with a water view is one’s dream home of luxury. We can share that aspiration as long as we have our

Lord in our home without any complaint. Confucius said, “humble lodge I live, only virtue counts!”



