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27/12 11:30am Feast of the Holy Family. Celebration after Mass. All are welcome. Venue:
(Sun) St. Dominic's Church, Flemington

10/1/16 Children Baptism during 9:30 am Mass at Asiana Centre. Enquires &

(Sun) Applications to Simon Liu and/or Mary Liu.

The Weekly Bulletin editorial team would like to
wish you a Merry Christmas and a Holy and
Peaceful 2016.
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Mandarin and Cantonese Catechumen classes have commenced at Asiana Centre and at SPJ and are still
accepting enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith.
Catholics are also encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199
for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in
person. Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401
058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians” by using
the Little Rock Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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Sunday, December 27, 2015, Feast of the Holy Family (Year C)

Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favour before God and
man. (Lk. 2:52)
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P # 5 Next Sunday Readings:
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The Adoration of the Magi, 1634

Christmas brings family and friends together;
it helps us appreciate the love in our lives we
can often take for granted. May the true
meaning of the holiday season fill your heart
and home with many blessings.

May this incredible time of giving and
spending time with family and friends bring
you much happiness today and throughout
the New Year.

Wishing you a Blessed Christmas and a
Blessed New Year 2016.
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Family establishment

People in different generations all experience difficulties in their living. With the rapid socio-
economic development and increased standard of living, those who are interested in establishing
family might find themselves walking along a road full of thorns. House price alone is hard to cope
with, and not to mention the cost of raising children. No wonder nowadays people tend to delay their
marriage, and even fear of getting married.

I once participated in the premarital training in The Hong Kong Catholic Marriage Advisory
Council, delivering marriage and parenthood counselling services to the couples. I found that a lot of
pre-married couples do not have positive attitude for birth giving, mainly because they think life is ever
changing. It could be easy to give birth but difficult to raise a child, and they seem to lose direction in
the discussion of parenthood. Whenever I hear these, I always remind them to look back and reflect:
Without the selfless love of our parents, how could you become your own self today? Isn’t the so-
called impermanence in our life journey the best evidence of the successful acceptance of tests and
challenges? In the storm Jesus said to his disciples, “Why are you so frightened, you who have so little
faith?” (Mt 8:26).

Getting married and establishing family require commitment and courage of faith. When facing the
hone of life, we should always believe that by God’s grace everything, whether successes or failures,
are all gifts from God and will be cared of. Only with this believe and spirit with Jesus Christ, we
could enjoy true peace. Although many people understand this idea, not many of them can live it out
and accept all challenges and difficulties in our lives. After all, we only know it is Jesus who was
crucified and sacrificed for us. Who would see this is also a symbol of sacrifice of parents for their
children?

It requires love to establish a family, and people express and accept love in different ways.
Although we all express our love and take care of each other, problem still exists in families. For
example, some people like to impose their feelings and thoughts on others; some people is not good at
expressing their own thoughts; and some people behave in a way not align with what they think, which
causes a lot of misunderstanding. All these caused a lot of family disputes. To address this effectively,
communication and understanding are certainly indispensable, however the most important element is
being open-minded and tolerant.

I have learnt from my thirty years of marriage that being opinionated is the most likely cause of
disputes, which could undermine the family. Also keep focusing on right or wrong could easily ruin
interpersonal relationship. The decision of whether adhere to live out one’s own personality or to make
changes in light of keeping the bigger picture is indeed difficult and could cause entanglement.

I had designed the following game for the pre-marriage training course, letting the couples to
experience that even if they stand firm on their own opinion, they could still reach their destination and
success. At the start of the game the couple stands side by side, facing opposite direction. Then they
hold their hands together and can only walk forward to reach their pre-designed destination. As they
each go in opposite direction and cannot walk backwards, it is difficult to reach the opposite end. The
couple could only reach their destination and finish the game as long as they keep circling to the same
direction and walk forward.

Today is the Holy Family Day. We should follow the example of the Holy Family. Follow their
courage to sacrifice, to fulfill the Father's will, and to achieve the mission of human reproduction. We
should also follow them to build a happy family with love and tolerance. When distressed we should
not forget to rely on God wholeheartedly, and always believe that the Almighty Father will turn His
face to us. When our lives go smooth and experience good things we should also not forget to praise
God and attribute all glories to Him.
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