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Sunday, December 20, 2015, The 4th Sunday of Advent (Year C)

(Mary) entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
(Luke 1:40)
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24/12 8:30pm English Mass
(Thu) Venue: Asiana Centre
25/12 12:00am Midnight Mass (Chinese)
(Fri) Venue: Asiana Centre
25/12 11:00am Christmas Day Mass
(Fri) Venue: St. Peter Julian’s Church, Haymarket
*9:30am Mass at Asiana Centre cancelled for the day
27/12 11:30am Feast of the Holy Family. Celebration after Mass. All are welcome.
(Sun) Venue: St. Dominic's Church, Flemington
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Mandarin and Cantonese Catechumen classes will commence at Asiana Centre and at SPJ in February 2016 and are
now accepting enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith.
Catholics are also encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for
details.

The Twitter feed from the Australian Conference of Catholic Bishops (ACBC) made for fascinating reading through
the duration of the recent Youth Festival held in Adelaide recently (December 3-6).

Along with the obligatory “selfies,” featuring some of the Bishops who attended and the young people, there were
challenges, calls to action and messages of encouragement from some of the guest speakers. “Go out and be agents of
the beatitudes,” ACBC Youth Executive Officer, Malcolm Hart, said in his closing address. Singer/songwriter
Genevieve Bryant shared her gifts, urging delegates to “raise up your voice,” and Sr Hilda Scott OSB from Jamberoo
Abbey told them: “Talk to God. Fall asleep talking to God. Read the scriptures, draw closer to God...” Melbourne
Auxiliary Bishop Mark Edwards OMI exhorted them not to be afraid to “give your hearts to Jesus... He takes nothing
and gives everything.” Bishop Edwards also urged the 3000+ young people to look to Mary as an example of
someone who was “pure of heart.” And they were just the tweets from the final day, on Sunday!

As a Church, we can expect all of this, and more, when 2017-2018 rolls around and the next Australian Catholic

Youth Festival (ACYF) is held in Sydney, in 2018. It has been named a Year of Youth in Australia.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians” by using the Little Rock
Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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Some Aspects about Year of Mercy Sr. T. Chiu SM

A. Why Pope Francis set up Year of Mercy?

The Pope is fully aware of the suffering of the peoples and is moved by the Holy Spirit to decide on the Bull of
Indiction of the Extraordinary Year of Mercy as he understands what could cure the core of pain, loneliness, and
calamities of all sorts, killings and terrors. Only God with His merciful face could express adequately His Love
for all His creatures.

As a matter of fact, the Face of God’s Mercy was adequately expressed by the Incarnate Word, His only Son
during His 33 years sojourn on earth, by His words and deeds, in embracing infants, healing the sick, restoring
sight and hearing of the blind and deaf, feeding the hunger, even restoring to life from the dead. His greatness
was His compassion for the afflicted. As far as I am concerned, the beauty of the Father’s face is reflected in
Jesus, His Crucifixion. The most lovable face is His beautiful face. Perhaps you would ask, why to bring up the
Merciful Face of God after two thousand years after the birth of His Son. The Holy Father has realized that despite
of the advance of science and technology, human suffering in diseases, wars, poverty, hunger and natural
calamities, outbreak of senseless killings occur everywhere. It is essential therefore that the Merciful Face of God

be shone to the tormented world.

The official logo, designed by Father Marko 1. Rupnik, shows Jesus,
personification of Mercy, carrying on his shoulders a "lost man",
emphasizing how deep the Savior touches humanity; his eyes are merged
with those of the carried man. The background is filled by three concentric
ovals, with lighter colors outwards, meaning that Jesus is carrying the man
out of the darkness of sin. On one side the image is also joined by the official
motto: Misericordes Sicut Pater (Merciful Like the Father), derivative from
Luke 6:36, which stands as an invitation to follow the example of the Father

by loving and forgiving without limits.

B. Icon and Motto for Year of Mercy

Indicating the Good Shepherd with the lost sheep on His shoulder.

“Be merciful, just your Father is merciful” Lk 6:36

”Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you
will be forgiven. Give and it will be given to you.” Lk 6-37-38

C. Opening the Holy Door

On the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, the sealed Door within the Basilica of St. Peter was opened by Pope
Francis who has asked the Bishops to perform the similar rite in their respective cathedral for the pilgrims as a
symbol of Mercy of the Father.

D. The Pope’s Prayer

(http://www.iubilaeummisericordiae.va/content/gdm/en/giubileo/preghiera.html)



