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13/12 2:30 to Spm Topic: Same sex marriage

(Sun) Venue: Asiana Centre
Guest Speaker: Fr Harry Chan OFM

19/12 12:30pm to CCPC Christmas party There will be Christmas Lunch, Magic Show, Bingo games,

(Sat) 4pm Karaoke, Photo Booth, Christmas presents and more ... Please come to celebrate
Christmas with all the community members and have fun.

24/12 8:30pm English Mass

(Thu) Venue: Asiana Centre

24/12 12:00am Midnight Mass (Chinese)

(Thu) Venue: Asiana Centre

25/12 Ilam Christmas Day Mass

(Fri) Venue: St. Peter Julian’s Church, Haymarket

*9:30am Mass at Asiana Centre cancelled for the day
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CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL COMMUNITY
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Sunday, December 13, 2015, The 3rd Sunday of Advent (Year C)

“all were asking in their hearts whether John (the Baptist) might be the
Christ..” ... (Luke 3:15)
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John Preaching about theComing of the Messiah

Tours Cathedral, Bay 212, Panel B2
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Mandarin and Cantonese Catechumen classes will commence at Asiana Centre and at SPJ in February 2016 and are
now accepting enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith.
Catholics are also encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for
details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

This week marks the first Sunday in the Jubilee Year of Mercy, which began on Tuesday, December 8. On this same
Sunday, December 13, the Door of Mercy will be inaugurated at St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney at 10.30 AM.

In announcing the Jubilee Year, the Pontiff wrote: “It is indeed my wish that the Jubilee be a living experience of the
closeness of the Father, whose tenderness is almost tangible, so that the faith of every believer may be strengthened
and thus testimony to it be ever more effective.

“My thought first of all goes to all the faithful who, whether in individual Dioceses or as pilgrims to Rome, will
experience the grace of the Jubilee. I wish that the Jubilee Indulgence may reach each one as a genuine experience of
God’s mercy, which comes to meet each person in the Face of the Father who welcomes and forgives, forgetting
completely the sin committed.

In the Archdiocese of Sydney, individuals and groups may make pilgrimages through the Door of Mercy at St Mary’s

Cathedral with a view to obtaining the Indulgence and having a renewed experience of the Mercy of God.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians” by using the Little Rock
Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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Entering the prayer of Bro Francis

A total of 45 friars from the Custody of Singapore and Malaysia; Thailand Foundation and Myanmar Foundation,
gathered for a retreat with the theme “Entering the prayer of Bro Francis”. The retreat was held in Pattaya,
Thailand from the 30 Nov — 5 Dec 2015. The retreat master was Friar Wayne Hellman OFM (CONV), a
Franciscan Scholar who has been engaging in theological and historical research into the Franciscan tradition.
The retreat has given me deep theological and spiritual insights to the prayer of St Francis. Hence I am more
mindful when I pray the prayers of St Francis. I enjoyed the atmosphere that was vibrant, dynamic and prayerful.

I want to share a prayer written by St. Francis of Assisi that is likely to be new to many people out there. An
undated work, this prayer is a reflection Francis wrote in honor of Mary and is unique in many ways. For example,
in the first stanza of the prayer, Francis refers to Mary as the “Virgin made Church,” a title that is original to
Francis. Mary is the place of encounter with God because she is chosen by God and consecrated by the Son and
the Holy Spirit. Francis’ theological insight here is that Mary’s womb was the first Church, the first to “house
Christ,” the first to be in a sense, quite literally part of the Body of Christ. Francis starts with the fullness of her
interior life, but understands her fullness of grace as grace in which we can all participate. There is richness in
the way that Francis invokes the Holy Spirit and presents a strong pneumatological theme throughout the prayer,
associating, always, God’s work as Spirit in the lives of those who bear Christ.

This theme is carried through the rest of the prayer, particularly in the second section in which Francis lists a
number of titles that highlight this sense of housing, carrying and caring for Christ. First, Francis hails her as
house, tent, palace (dwelling place) and then turns to her as handmaid (servant) and finally as “mother”, her
fullest title.

For Francis, Mary is indeed the model of what it means to be a Christian, bearing the Word internally and bringing
to birth Christ each and every day. All holy virtues given to her are also destined for the rest of us. They are given
to draw us into the same grace of the Holy Spirit that we might share in her faith and fidelity. As the Body of
Christ, as the faithful joyfully awaiting the coming of the Lord, we are called by the Holy Spirit and like Mary to
bring Christ to birth in our world.

Salutation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Hail, Holy Queen, Mary, holy Mother of God,
Who are the Virgin made Church,
chosen by the most Holy Father in heaven
whom he consecrated with His most holy beloved Son
and with the Holy Spirit the Paraclete,
in whom there was and is all Tullness of grace and every good.

Hail His Palace! Hail His Tabernacle! Hail His Dwelhng' Hail His Robe!
Hail His Servant! Hail His Mother!

And hail all You holy virtues which are poured into the hearts of the faithful
through the grace and enlightenment of the HOIY Spirit, that from being unbelievers,
You may make them faithfu

to God. AMEN.




