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12/12 10am to Our Community Advent Spiritual Activity will be held at Asiana Centre on 12 Dec (Sat)
(Sat) 5:30pm from 10am to 5:30pm with our guest speaker Fr Harry Chan OFM.
Topic: Emmanuel - God is with us. There will be faith talks, Mass, Eucharistic
Adoration, Sacrament of Reconciliation and Novena.
Registration: Please contact Candy Lui 0437 695 744 or email
to candymylui@gmail.com
13/12 2:30to Spm | Topic: Same sex marriage
(Sun) Venue: Asiana Centre
Guest Speaker: Fr Harry Chan OFM
19/12 12:30pm to CCPC Christmas party
(Sat) 4pm There will be Christmas Lunch, Magic Show, Bingo games, Karaoke, Photo Booth,
Christmas presents and more ... Please come to celebrate Christmas with all the
community members and have fun.
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Mandarin and Cantonese Catechumen classes have commenced at Asiana Centre and at SPJ and are still accepting
enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also
encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians” by using the Little Rock
Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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Sunday, November 29, 2015, 1** Sunday of Advent (Year C)

and just in the land. (Jer 33:15)

I will raise up for David a just shoot, he shall do what is right
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Great Joy in the Communion of Saints

John Li
Communion of saints is a basic Catholic Creed. The Feast of All Saints and Holy Souls has a natural close relationship
because those Holy Souls retained in Purgatory once on completion on their penalty due to sins will one day rejoin the
family of saints in heaven. According to Roman Martyrology, “the commemoration of all the faithful departed, in which
the common loving Mother, the Church, after celebrating with due praise all her children already in heaven, strives by her
powerful intercession with Christ, her Lord and Spouse, to aid all those with who are still suffering in Purgatory to come as
soon as possible to the company of the inhabitants of heaven.”

Purgatory in Chinese stresses on the meaning of “refinery” in a process of extraction of pure gold and the English word
“purge” means to “cleanse” as the modern usage in political “purge” — to get rid of disloyal political members. The former
Pope, Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI explained that purgatory is a process within one’s soul rather than a place. However,
our separated brothers, the Protestants deny the existence of Purgatory on ground that no explicit recording could be found
in the Holy Bible. The reference in 2Maccabees 12:43-46 is unacceptable. Unfortunately the abuse over the Indulgence on
forgiveness of sins and remission of penalty due to sins was confused. The reformers were adamant on the doctrine
Justification by Faith Alone concept that they had no room for the subject of purgatory. Up to the present, there is NO liturgy
in Christian denominations in prayer for the dead. Even for War dead, there is only remembrance not prayer.

Our Catholic position is stated clearly in the Catechism of the Catholic Church:

#1030 All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation,
but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven

#1031 The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the
punishment of the damned. The Church formulated her doctrine of faith on Purgatory especially at the Councils of Florence
and Trent. The tradition of the Church, by reference to certain texts of Scripture, speaks of a cleansing fire.

As for certain lesser faults, we must believe that, before the Final Judgment, there
Is a purifying fire. He who is truth says that whoever utters blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit will be pardoned neither in this age nor in the age to come. From this
Sentence we understand that certain offences can be forgiven in this age, but
Certain others in the age to come.

#1032 This teaching is also based on the practice of prayer for the dead, already mentioned in Sacred Scripture. “Therefore
[Judas Maccabeus] made atonement for the dead, that they might be delivered from their sin. From the beginning the Church
as honored the memory of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus
purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God. The Church also commends almsgiving, indulgences, and works of
penance undertaken on behalf of the dead:

Let us help and commemorate the. If Job’s sons were purified by their father’s
Sacrifice, why would we doubt that our offerings for the dead bring them some
Consolation? Let us not hesitate to help those who have died and to offer our
Prayers for them.

The practice of commemoration of the dead is compatible with Chinese culture and tradition.

Confucius in the Canon on Filial Piety (Xiao Jing — ZE4%)

The Master said: “Yes, filial piety is the constant (method) of Heaven, the righteousness of the Earth, and the practical duty
of Man.” And in Analects, Xue Er, the philosopher Zeng said, :Let there be a careful attention to perform the funeral rites
to parents and let them be followed when long gone with the ceremonies of sacrifice — then the virtue of the people will
resume its proper excellence.” It can be seen that filial piety remains the essence in the Chinese culture and practice.

The St. Joseph chapel of our CCPC in Ashfield can be said to be the Community’s spiritual center. The layout, though
simple enough, reflects the three dimensional effect of the Church. The Memorial Cabinet is attached to the wall within the
Chapel area, with the names of the deceased all inscribed on the plaque representing the Church Suffering. In all liturgical
celebrations held in the Chapel, the Church Militant of this world is offering our prayers and sacrifice to the Heavenly
Father with the Church Triumphant in Heaven. This is a great joy in the communion of saints.

A humble village chapel in China, put up two sets of parallel couplets, saying:

God is a Great Daddy and the Saints are small kids.
Small chapel does not reflect the greatness of God,
Small congregation does not matter, saints are important.

Perhaps we might contemplate to display such couplets on our St. Joseph Chapel?



