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Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration at Asiana Centre. Please open the
invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join and pray together in front of the
Blessed Sacrament.
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The next installation o new memorial plaques in St Joseph's Chapel of Asiana Centre will follow the All Souls Day
Mass on Monday, 2nd November at 8 p.m. Application for the installation of memorial plaques for deceased relatives
and friends must be received before 2nd October. Contact Anthony lu (9797-8930 or 0433-780-103) or Thomas
Wong (9554-8535 or 0414-341-361).

Interested in a year of outreach mission to the Asian students in Hobart, Tasmania starting February 2016 with pay
and lodging? If you feel you are called in that direction contact John Ting at jnfting@gmail.com for more details.

Mandarin and Cantonese Catechumen classes have commenced at Asiana Centre and at SPJ and are still accepting
enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also
encouraged to join in to renew their faith.  Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.
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Sunday, October 4, 2015, 27th Sunday of Ordinary Time B

. “Let the children come to me, do not prevent them, for the

kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”... (Mark 10:14)
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Children (1653)

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians” by using the Little Rocks
Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

<Article continue>

Chinese literature is rich in the pursuit of Tao in the mountain. We are familiar with a poem by Jia Dao in “Missing the
Hermit When visiting Him”:
“Where is your Master?’under pines I ask a lad:
He’s gathering medicinal herbs,” so he says,
Deep in the mountains, where all things are clad

With clouds, and no one can grope out the ways.”

It is difficult to meet the Tao in the person of Master. The Master may be hidden in the floating clouds. The living Word of

God, energised by the Holy Spirit will be capable to piece through our souls.
Over a quarter of a century, our community sent four delegates to attend the Second Conference of Chinese Biblical

Federation in Hong Kong with a five characters verse of greeting and prayers for the success of the Biblical Conference.

Whether in the mountain or on plain, the Community has a long journey to go.

Feast of St Francis of Assisi is celebrated on October 4 each year. The feast commemorates the life of St
Francis, who was born in the 12th century and is the Catholic Church’s patron saint of animals and the

environment. It is a popular day for pets to be “blessed”.

The Blessing of Pets:

“Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air
and animals on the land. You inspired St. Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters. We ask you to
bless this pet. By the power of your love, enable it to live according to your plan. May we always praise you
for all your beauty in creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! Amen.
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The Sermon on the Mount - In Perspective John Li

Sr. Maria Kou F.M.A. undertook pastoral ministry to conduct a retreat for our Community several years ago in our new
Annex building. A new book under the name “Because I find myself in the mountain’s midst” was co-authored with
Fr.Yuen Wai-ming of Macao Diocese and was published in July 2013 by the Hong Kong Ca tholic Bible Federation. The
name of the book was taken from the famous lines of Su Shi(Su Dongbo (1036-1101), one of the eight masters literati in
the Tang and Song period. The poem was inscribed originally on the wall of he West Forest Monastery:

“From the side it’s a mountain wall, from the end a single peak, Near, far, high, low,

1 do not know Lu Mountain s true face, Because I find myself'in the mountain’s midst.”
The title of the Book is extraordinary in the cultural context of Lu Mountain. The theme of the book refers to the study of
Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7) on the structural frame of scriptural writing, the vein, the target audience and the
comparison of “Sermon on the Plains”(Lk6:20-49), concluding that the Sermon on the Mount is the key precept of Jesus
family’s tradition, and the identity of followers of Christ.
Fr. Yuen is a diocesan priest of Macao Diocese, now the parish priest of St. Lawrence Church. He has responded to
Sr.Maria’s writing with 12 essays in the background of the mountain, based on experience from daily living, encouraging
readers to move on. The effort of the joint authorship is an “excellent match of pearl and round jade”, exploring a new
approach towards Bible Study.
Sr. Kou was born in Macao and brought up in Hong Kong, educated in Italy and Germany, studying Education and
Theology. She has obtained a Ph.D from Munster University, Germany, specialising in N.T. She has been teaching in
Pontificia Facolta di Scienze Dell’Educazione “Auxiilium” and as Visiting Lecturer on Petrology and New Testament in
HK Seminary. She has been teaching as Visiting Lecturer in major seminaries in mainland China. She has produced books
in Chinese, English, Italian and Germany.
“I do not know Lu Mountain’s true face” has become a famous quote as a colloquial idiom irrespective of one’s
knowledge of the poem of Su Dongbo. The poet intention was philosophical rather than descriptive. The vantage point of
view on Lu Maintain varies from panoramic to close-up depending on angle of observation. Lu Mountain is a famous
cultural mountain in Jiangxi. The mountain where Jesus gave the sermon was believed to be one of the hills near
Capermaum.
The crowd may not fully comprehend the sermon due to one’s understanding and point of observation. Sr. Kou’s expert
technique in N.T. scholarship simplified obstacles for general readers without recourse to difficult passages from other
sources. The choice of Lu Mountain as a cultural Sitz im Leben to give incentive to reader’s
horizon of comprehension. It is a great effort in promotion of biblical study for general readers.
In her Preface, Sr Kou said: “It is not the height of the Mountain that inspires but the presence of the Lord. It is hoped that
the readers would join with Sr. Maria to climb up the mountain and to listen to the words of Our Lord, breathing in His
spirit so that on return to this world we would incline to lead our lives accordingly.
Commenting on the Sermon on the Mount and the Sermon the Plain, the author suggested that the evangelists compiled
their writing according to the oral tradition prevalent in the then Christian Communities covering different times, places
and situations. The oral traditions, as commonly known being the Q sources. Q is taken from the German word Quelle,
used by biblical scholars to indicate a presumed source for portions of the Gospels of Matthew and Luke that are similar
to each other but are unlike anything in the Gospel of Mark. Sr. Kou made comparison on Sermon on the Mount and
Sermon on the plain according to LK 6:17 —He then came down with them and stopped at a piece of level ground”. The
majesty view of high mountain would convey an overall view of panoramic dimension rich in theological meaning. The
level plain would convey wider horizon of enlightenment. The Sermon on the Mount might be claimed to the Prologue of
God’s Kingdom, whereas the Sermon on the Plain could be called inaugural pronouncement. <to be continued next page>



