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14/8 (Fri) 8:00pm Our community will be celebrating the "Feast of Assumption of Our Lady" with a Mass at
Asiana Centre. All are welcome

21/8 Fri— Prayer Camp by Temple of the Holy Spirit (THS) St Joseph Retreat
23/8 Sun Come and join a three-day camp with our guest speakers Fr. Martin | Centre
Low O.F.M. and Mrs. Imsoon Kim, you will experience God's 30 Tyson Road,
abundant love with praise and worship, faith talks, Mass, pray Bringelly NSW

overs, and more! You are welcome to join the camp! Registration: 2171
Kevin Kwan 0404050603 or www.thsonline.org Cost: gold coin

donation
29/8 2-4pm Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration at Asiana Centre. Asiana Centre
Sat Please open the invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join

and pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
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Sunday, August 9, 2015, 19th Sunday of Ordinary Time B

.. but then an angel touched him and ordered him to get up and eat. Elijah
looked and there at his head was a hearth cake and a jug of water ...
(IKgs 19:5-6)
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Mandarin and Cantonese Catechumen classes have commenced at Asiana Centre and at SPJ and are still accepting
enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also
encouraged to join in to renew their faith.  Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person. Please
encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “General Instructions of the Roman Missal”. All are welcome
to join us.

This Sunday closes VVocations Week. Today we celebrate and give thanks for the many joys and gifts that
the Priesthood and Consecrated Life bring to society. We pray for those called to these vocations. Is God
calling you to explore your vocation? “In each one of you there is a chest, a box, and inside there’s a
treasure. Your job is to open the chest and pull out the treasure, make it grow, give it to others, and receive

the treasure of others.” Pope Francis.

Retreat for Woman, 21-23 August: Single women (18-35 years) seeking to enter into a deeper relationship
with God and take a step towards a fuller sense of their purpose in life are invited to this retreat with Sr
Mary Rachel OP, Francine Pirola, Fr Epeli Qimaqima, Sr Judy Bowe MGL, and Elizabeth Arblaster. The
retreat includes talks on prayer, scripture, discerning your vocation, marriage, consecrated life and more.
There will be opportunities for private spiritual; guidance, Confession, Adoration and Mass. Cost: $190.
Place: Mt Schoenstatt Retreat Centre at Mulgoa. Contact: elizabeth.arblaster@sydneycatholic.org / 9307
8425
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Faith Fr. Martin Low

What is the nature of faith? Why do some of us believe that there is a God that watches over us and impacts our lives, while others

believe we are alone in the world and left to our own devices?

There is a story of “the third man” encountered by Ernest Shackleton during his legendary Antarctic expedition. It was a story of how
Shackleton’s boat The Endurance became trapped in the ice and how he and his crew narrowly escaped with their lives. One fascinating
fact that drew less attention was the otherworldly presence that accompanied him during the final leg of his journey. In his memoir,
Shackleton reported that he and his two traveling companions were joined by a fourth person—an “unseen presence". While Shackleton
later referred to this presence as his “divine companion”, in other circles the phenomenon became known as the third man.

The Third Man has been termed many things by medical professionals who try to explain it rationally: A sensory illusion caused by
extreme physical exertion or monotony. A condition attributable to low blood glucose or cerebral edema. But there seems to be
something more there. Some have referred to it as the “angel switch”, an otherworldly mechanism that kicks in when we reach our
limits of endurance. For me, the third man brings up more questions than answers. Is it possible that some part of the self actually leaves
the body at those moments when death may be imminent, much like those who leave their body while on the operating table? Are we
viewing and aiding ourselves from a different plane of existence? And if we can call up this guiding force in times of great need, might
we also be able to use this resource for comfort and guidance in everyday life? These are questions I have been pondering. But what

does it really come down to? Faith. You either have it or you don’t. The story below illustrates the issue:

There are these two guys sitting together in a bar in the remote Alaskan wilderness. While they’re old friends, they have very different
ideas on God—one is a priest and the other is an atheist. They begin arguing about the existence of God. The atheist says, “Look, it’s
not like I haven’t given God a chance. I even tried the prayer thing. It didn’t work.” The priest asks with some incredulity, “Did you
really pray? When did this happen?” “Just last month,” replies the atheist. “I got caught away from the camp in a terrible blizzard. I was
totally lost and I couldn’t see a thing. It was 50 below, and so I prayed. I fell to my knees in the snow and cried out ‘Oh, God, if there
is a God, I’m lost in this blizzard, and I’m going to die if you don’t help me’.” The priest looks at the atheist with a puzzled expression
and exclaims, “Well then you must believe in God now. After all, here you are, alive!” The atheist rolls his eyes and says, “No way,

that’s not how it happened. A few Eskimos came wandering by and they showed me the way back to camp.”

The same story. Two different perspectives. The priest sees the man’s rescue as an act of divine intervention, while the atheist sees it as
coincidence, his own good fortune. Is one point-of-view correct and the other misguided? Or is it possible they both men are correct
and that God’s existence is dependent on our belief—if you’re a non-believer, God ceases to exist? Perhaps, John Templeton, in his
book, "The Worldwide Laws of Life, 200 Eternal Spiritual Principles," may provide an answer. Templeton believes that spirituality is a
personal issue, based on “the unique divine experiences of the individual believer.” He wonders if there isn’t a reason why some believe
in a higher power: Can a person’s consciousness become activated through spiritual practices such as prayer? And can this activation in
a person’s consciousness generate greater expressions of spirituality? Could this be what some people describe as “living the spiritual

life,” rather than being “religious”?

Perhaps faith is not something we are born with, but something we activate by engaging in practices like prayer and meditation. And
those who do these activities on a regular basis find that they are better able to connect with something greater than themselves, a life
force that many identify as God. The atheist did not believe it, but perhaps prayer was the key to his survival in the Alaskan wilderness.
Yet, if Templeton’s saying is true, he would need to continue his practice of prayer to make his sense of faith come to life, to become

fully receptive to the idea that his encounter with his rescuers on that night was more than just a stroke of good luck.



