Upcoming Events

10/2  1lam Our community will gather together to St. Peter
celebrate Chinese New Year with a special Julian’s
liturgy during Mass. There will be no Church,

9:30am Mass at Asiana Centre on that day.  Haymarket

Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration will be held at Asiana
Centre on the 25th January (Saturday) from 2pm to 4pm.

Please open the invitation to any of your relatives & friends to join and
_pray together in front of the Blessed Sacrament.

Sunday School Classes will commence on 2™ Feb 2014.
Please contact Catherine for registration and further details. Catherine
Chan 0408 889 898 email: ccpcsundayschool@live.com.au

Cantonese and Mandarin Catechumen classes will St. Peter
commence in February 2014 and are now accepting Julian’s
enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends and Church, or
relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are | Asiana
also encouraged to join in to renew their faith. Please Centre,
contact Mrs. Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details. Ashfield

Catechism Refresher gathering meets this Sunday afternoon at 1:30pm
and the venue is Meeting room #2 located at the first floor of St. Peter
Julian’s Church. Currently, we are sharing the book “Healing the Eight
Stages of Life.” All are welcome.

THS Chinese and English Bible Study groups meet every Sunday
afternoon at 1:30pm at Meeting rooms #1 and #3 of St. Peter Julian’s
Church. All are welcome.

Chinese Catechism Correspondence course is open to all who are
interested in our Catholic faith but can not come to our catechism class
every week. Please contact Mrs. Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for
details.
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A), 19" January 2014
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A“NEW” YEAR’S RESOLUTION

With every passing New Year’s celebration come our declarations of something
we want to do or change to make ourselves a better person. We simply call
these our New Year’s resolutions. These promises to ourselves usually center
on improving our health, desires, finances, life’s situation, and so on. How
many of them have you kept? How many have you broken and after you break
them do you say, “I’ll try again next year”? How many of the resolutions that
you have kept have truly made you happy, at peace?

Perhaps these words from Pope Benedict XVI could help me find the true
happiness | was searching for by changing something about my situation or
myself.

“Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the
encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a
decisive direction”. [Encyclical Letter Deus Caritas Est (25 December 2005), 1]

Pope Francis expounds on this quote in his latest Apostolic Exhortation:

“Thanks solely to this encounter — or renewed encounter — with God’s love,
which blossoms into an enriching friendship, we are liberated from our
narrowness and self-absorption. We become fully human when we become
more than human, when we let God bring us beyond ourselves in order to attain
the fullest truth of our being.” [Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (24
November 2013), 8]

There was the answer | have been looking for | Not in self-absorbed, narrow-
minded resolutions, but by keeping Christ as my center, by opening my heart
and soul to His love and allowing His grace through the Holy Spirit to be my
guide. But how do | keep doing this? | am human. | am a sinner. There will be
times when | become so self-absorbed in my life that | lose focus on God’s
grace. Then, the words of Pope Francis remind me that,

“God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his
mercy.” [Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (24 November 2013), 3]

I was so overwhelmed with joy reading these words. It was at this moment that
I made my resolution, not a “New Year’s”, but a daily one. When | wake in the
morning | will pray, “Lord, I need you!” When | am troubled or down I will
pray, “Lord, I need you!” When | become so self-absorbed and narrow-
minded because of my own success or failure | will pray, “Lord, | need

you!” When | lay down in bed at night thinking about the day gone by | will
pray, “Lord, | need you!”

Here’s to a happy and blessed 2014 and beyond; Lord, we need you!


http://blog.americancatholic.org/2014/01/a-new-years-resolution/

