Upcoming Events

25/8 3pmto Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration. The theme is: | Asiana

Sat 5pm  :Thanksgiving. "I give thanks to my God always for you Centre
because of the grace of God that has been given you in
Christ Jesus." (1 Corinthians 1:4)

Please open the invitation to any of your relatives &
friends to join and pray together in front of the Blessed
Sacrament.

New Cantonese Catechumen class will commence in August and is accepting
enrolment. It meets every Sunday at 10:30am at Asiana Centre, Ashfield. Please invite
your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Please contact
Paul Tong on 0433 540 613 for details.
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Catechism Refresher gathering will meet this Sunday afternoon at 1:30pm and the
venue is Meeting room #2 located at the first floor of St. Peter Julian’s Church. All are
welcome.
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Temple of the Holy Spirit (THS) is organising the following activities for all who want

an overflow of God’s joy, peace and hope (Rom. 15:13).

31/8 (Fri) 8pm till late Prayer Meeting Asiana Centre
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1/9 (Sat) 10am Day Retreat Asiana Centre

St, Joseph Retreat
Centre, Bringelly

7/9 (Fri) 8pm to 9/9 (Sun) 3pm  :Prayer Camp

Guest speaker is full-time missionary, Imsoon Kim from San Francisco. Free event,
donations welcome. Register by 20/8 on www.thsonline.org or contact Stanley Seah
(stanley.seah@thsonline.org 0410 300 126) for further information.
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Fr. Martin Low OFM 0424 883 838 * Fr. Paschal Chang OFM (02) 9799 2423
Sr. Teresa Chiu. f57: (02) 9716 6460 @132 (02) 9799 1377
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For many Catholics the Old Testament remains a closed book, an
intimidating collection of ancient, obscure texts. For others it is a
book of secondary importance, readily sidelined in favor of the Jesus
stories of the New Testament. Yet the Catholic Church affirms both
testaments to be divinely inspired and central to the message of
salvation.

The Old Testament contains many captivating stories. Genesis 6-9
tells a fascinating story of Noah, the Ark and the Flood. It seems that
we warmly approving of Noah whom the text describes him as a
‘righteous man, blameless among the people of his time’ (Genesis
6:9). As arighteous man, we have never question Noah’s virtue!

Why would you doubt Noah? Is there is something terribly wrong
with this story. God has just announced to Noah that he is going to
destroy the world, and Noah voices no objection! Does he not have a
single question to ask God as he builds his ark? Does he have no
concern for the human race that is about to perish? Is he bent only on
saving his own household? How different he is to Abraham who cries
out to God on behalf of the doomed cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
(Genesis18:16-33). How different he is to Moses who begs God not
to destroy the Israelites after the Golden Calf episode (Exodus 32:7-
14).

The ancient text confronts us with timeless questions. At what point
does obedience cease to be a faith response and become ‘blind
obedience’? How do we relate to God—as passive robots or as full-
blooded disciples willing to embrace the anguish and holy struggles
of our world?

Catholics are called to read the Old Testament as the divine Word of
God. And God’s revelation is meant to engage us, captivate our
hearts and draw us deeply into the story of salvation. In our lifelong
biblical journey, have we seen with eyes that widen with amazement
as biblical texts come to life?



