Upcoming Events

27/8
Sat

8-10pm

Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration.
This month we will be praying for the youths
who participated in the World Youth Day. Jesus
said: Let us pray for the youths together—the
future of the world is full of hope if there are
good youths, especially those youths who put
their trust in me. Please bring them in front of
my Eucharist. | was very pleased to see so many
of you hold intimate talk with me in July. 1 am
looking forward to seeing you in August. See
you there! Jesus has an appointment with you.

Asiana
Centre

4/9
Sun

1:30pm
- 3pm

Environmental Conservationist Ms. Estella Lee
from New Zealand will be presenting a talk on
the topic “How to lead a clean, healthy and
environmentally friendly life?” All are
welcome.

Asiana
Centre

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Lady’s Club is organising a pilgrimage and
sight-seeing trip to Taiwan. You are welcome to join them. Please contact
Mrs. Agnes Wong on 9554 8535 for details and booking.

Starting from August, Catechism Refresher gathering will be using the Little
Rock Scripture Study Method to deepen our understanding and appreciation
of the Gospel according to Mark. The time is every Sunday at 1:30pm and
the venue is Meeting room #2 located at the first floor of St. Peter Julian’s
Church. All are welcome.
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Caritas Australia is making an appeal for donations to the drought relief and
refugees in eastern Africa this Sunday. Please put cash or your credit card or
cheque donation in the envelopes provided and community representatives
will collect the envelopes after Mass and will deliver them to Caritas
Australia.
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Carrying the secret of life Fr. Martin Low

There was once a tribe who had a particular initiation ritual into
womanhood. At a certain age, a daughter had to go to her mother and say,
‘Mother, what is the secret of life and death?’ The mother would reply:

‘My daughter, I want you to take this dilly bag and feel inside it.” The
daughter feels inside and says, 'Mother there is just soil in it.”

“There is just soil, but remember, as you touch it, that though soil is
very ordinary, it covers the ground everywhere and from this ordinary
everyday soil, the most beautiful things of creation spring. | want you to
remember the secret of life and death is in the ordinary everyday events of our
lives.

After a time of reflection, the girl returns to her mother and says,
'‘Mother, what is the second secret of life and death?’ The mother replies, ‘My
daughter, take this dilly bag again and feel inside it.” The daughter feels inside
with a puzzled look. “What is it mother?’

‘It is an umbilical cord. It is to remind you that once you were joined
to me by such a cord, and one day you in turn may feel the bond of having a
baby joined to you. | want you to remember that relationships are an all-
important part of life and death. Who we are and how we are able to relate to
others and how we treat them-this is of great importance in life and death.
Now go and reflect on the important relationships in your life.’

Having reflected on the significant relationships in her life, the girl
returns and asks her mother for the third and final secret.

‘My daughter, | want you to take the dilly bag and hold it, but you
must never open it. This is to remind you that life and death are full of mystery,
surprise and wonder. We can never fully understand or be sure of what lies
ahead of us. Always be ready for surprises in life. I want you to go now and
reflect on the things of mystery surprise and wonder in your life.

“These then are the secrets of life and death.
Take them into your life and hold them forever.’

You have just read a simple story and yet filled with profound wisdom.
How beautiful it is when we feel the presence of God in the wonder of creation,
whether in a landscape, a person, a flower, a pet. Then there is the awe, fear
and terror we have witnessed in the recent earthquakes and tsunami. All are
still part of the mystery, Wonder and presence we belong to yet do not
understand. As we continue to seek this awesome presence, we are left with
our love, compassion and trust, as we continually reach out in exploring the
mystery of our environment and in listening to the wisdom of God.



