Upcoming Events

8pm 5/8 THS Prayer Camp is for all who seek intimacy with God  Galston
(Fri) to through full awareness of the Holy Spirit. Guest speaker is . Gorge
3.30pm 7/8 full time missionary, Imsoon Kim from San Francisco. Conference
(Sun) Theme: "Underneath the shadow of the Almighty" &
(Ps 91:1) Free event, donations welcome. Register by Recreation
22/7: www.thsonline.org (Stanley Seah, Centre
stanley.seah@thsonline.org 0410 300 126)

Catechism Refresher gathering will meet next Sunday at 1:30pm at St. Peter Julian’s
Church. The topic of this series of talks is “The Sanctifying Function of the Church”.
The venue is the meeting room located at the first floor of St. Peter Julian’s Church.
All are welcome to increase their knowledge about our Church.

New Cantonese and Mandarin Catechumen classes have commenced and are still
accepting enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn
about God and our faith. Catholics are also encouraged to join to renew their faith.

Sunday class at 9:30am Chinatown or Asiana Centre. Please contact Eddie Ho on 0416
092 148 or Pauline on 9904 7750 for details.

Friday class at 7pm at Asiana Centre. Please contact Stanley on 0410-300-126 or
stanley.seah@thsonline.org for more details and registration.

Community Monthly Eucharistic Adoration session to be held on the last Saturday
night of each month between 8pm and 10pm. The session includes hymns, Bible
passage, Rosary and Night Prayer. On 30/7, we will be praying in front of the Blessed
Sacrament for the elderly and the sick. All brothers & sisters are welcomed. Please
make some effort to come.
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Fr. Martin Low OFM 0424 883 838 * Fr. Paschal Chang OFM (02) 9799 2423
Sr. Teresa Chiu Fq? (02) 9716 6460 {H#:Er: (02) 9799 1377
257 P.O. Box K569, Haymarket, NSW 1240, Australia
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Mirrors have another side to them too

Just like Narcissus, some of us can spend excessive time before mirrors trying
to re-imagining our appearance. In mythology, Narcissus was the young man
who fell in love with and became captivated by his own image reflected in a
lake. The great saint, Teresa of Avila, once remarked that ‘it is absurd to think
that we can enter heaven without first entering our own souls—without getting
to know ourselves’. And if you want to know why we do not reach the
intimacy of walking with the Lord in the cool of the evening, it is because we
are unwilling to see ourselves as we are. For St Ignatius, narcissism was the
huge sin.

This is not a very popular idea in our post-modernist age of image,
where style, even lifestyle is more important than searching for the truth. We
are living in a ‘culture where narcissism has been repackaged and sold as
normal’. We need constantly to return to those words in Samuel: ‘We look at
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart’ (1 Samuel 16:7).

While excessive use of the mirror might reveal a preoccupation with
self-image, nonetheless all of us need a strong self-picture, a healthy self-
esteem. After all, the Gospel commands us to love our neighbor as ourselves.
Yet have we gone overboard on self-esteem? Is this the narcissism, which St
Ignatius saw as ‘the huge sin’? Should we be focusing more on self-respect
rather than self-esteem?

If self-esteem flows from a heartfelt knowledge of how much we are
loved by God, it will not be the selfish narcissism, ‘the huge sin’ detested by St
Ignatius. After all, we are told in Genesis 1:26 that we are a mirror, an ‘image
of God’. That is our true spiritual identity. Indeed, we need to hear again and
again on our pilgrim’s journey those enchanting words of Isaiah: ‘You are
precious in my eyes. You are honoured and I love you’ (Isaiah 43:4). That is
our true mirror.



