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19/6 (Sun) 9:30am Asiana Mass at Asiana Centre for Children Baptism; age 6 years old or
Centre under.
Applications forms to be obtained and lodged at reception area at
SPJ or Asiana Centre. For details, contact:
Mary Liu on 0412 261196 or
Simon Liu on 411 377 618
25/6 (Sat) 2 pm—4 pm Asiana Sacred Heart of Jesus Group will be leading the Adoration of the
Centre Blessed Sacrament and the praying of the Divine Office.
4 pm-5pm Asiana Annual General Meeting and Election of Executive Committee
Centre
6pm Chinatown | Annual Dinner at The Eight Seafood Restaurant ($50 per head).
Please contact the Executive Committee member for details.
10/7 (Sun) 2 pm—4 pm St Mary's This year is Year of Mercy, our community will be holding a

Cathedral Pilgrimage at St Mary's Cathedral. During the visit, we will enter
the door of Mercy, pilgrimage through the path of Mercy, visit the
Crypt, Eucharistic Adoration, Sacrament of Reconciliation and
prayers.

We would like to invite everyone to join. For further enquiry or
register, please contact your group leaders or Candy Lui 0437 695
744 candymylui@gmail.com
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Sunday, June 12, 2016, Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time C

she stood behind him at his feet weeping and
began to bathe his feet with her tears. (Lk 7:38)
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3D MOVIE INVITE. The Sydney Archdiocese is hosting screenings of the new movie “St Peter’s and the
Papal Basilicas of Rome 3D’ at the Deny Theatre Circular Quay on 20 June at 1pm and 3pm. Tickets
available in advance at $10 each by phoning 1800 753 959. Please note that tickets cannot be purchased
directly from the cinema.

Catholicism 101 — “Mercy Series” Session 5, 21 June, 7:30 — 9PM, in the Chapel across from St Mary’s
Cathedral, St Mary’s Road, Sydney. Get back to basics with Catholicism 101, a monthly catechesis evening
for young adult (aged 18-35). This year, Pope Francis has called a Jubilee Year of Mercy, so in response, we
are spending the next 6 months looking at the spiritual an corporal works of Mercy in our “Mercy Series”.
For this month we will discuss “To bury the Dead and To Pray for the Living and the Dead”. Fr Duncan
Wong FSSP will be leading the discussion.
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Chinese Catechism Corresponding Course is open to people who cannot attend our catechism class in person.
Please encourage your non-believer friends and relatives to enrol. Please contact Mrs Tang on 0401 058 199
for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on
the first floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians” by using
the Little Rock Scripture Reading Method. All are welcome to join us.
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FALSE SENTIMENTALITY

For the past few days, Facebook feed has been filled with video of the Cincinnati Zoo incident. A young boy
climbed through the barriers and fell into the gorilla enclosure. Harambe the Gorilla dragged the child all over
the compound. Zoo officials were forced to shoot the endangered animal to protect the child. It was a tragic
situation. Facebook groups, hashtags, petitions, and images of people leaving flowers for the animal at the
Cincinnati Zoo have exploded. On the milder side, people have blamed the parents and demanded that Child
Protective Services visit their home. Some have gone so far as to say they should have been shot rather than the

gorilla.

We are rightly horrified at the shooting of a beautiful animal. It was a sad and preventable tragedy. But the massive
reactions to this animal’s death vs. the child’s survival suggest of a spoiled sentimentality that has led to the worst
mass killings in history. In Walker Percy’s The Thanatos Syndrome, Tom Moore is having a conversation with a
priest who was in Germany before World War II. He talks about the beauty of a civilized Germany, full of laughter,
intellectual development and education. But, the priest relates, when they started talking about loving Germany,
Hitler and the Nazi party, their hearts, minds and souls became possessed. They never talked about hating Jews.
No, they talked about their intense love for their country and their pledge to oppose any danger to its purity - to
love Germany with all their hearts, minds and souls. In the final crushing line of the scene, the priest says, “Don’t

you know where such tenderness leads? It leads to the gas chamber.”

Percy was pointing out that terrible evil is often rooted in a misplaced, false love in a person, place or thing. In
doing so, he is pointing to the Augustinian idea that evil has no real existence. Rather, it’s spoiled goodness. Evil
in Germany didn’t come through hate. It came through loving other things so much you’d be willing to wipe out
entire groups of people in the gas chamber. Even more chilling, you do it convinced you’re right and just, with

your hand over your heart and a smile.

When we call for the shooting of parents over a gorilla because they failed to prevent their son from falling into
an enclosure, I'm afraid we’re guilty of this kind of false sentimentality. In our desire to protect endangered
animals which is a good thing, we would sacrifice any other considerations, even human life, to that end. This

creates a new, scary morality - one divorced from the reality of individual people.

In one story about the event, the boy’s father is pictured right under an article, which claims he has a long criminal
record. Scroll down and you’ll see a picture of the shot gorilla, shining in the sun, with a caption that says the
animal lived for seventeen years.

Meanwhile the boy’s mother is being mom-shamed all over the Internet, called a bad mom who is unworthy of
her children and therefore should lose them. They say they would “never” allow their child to get away from

them. They talk about the need for “discipline.”

In the end, false sentimentality spoils any original good it might have intended. When you divorce people from
their humanity in favor of a “greater good”, as you determine it, the line that marks human life as precious and
indispensable will just keep moving. And when that line moves far enough, people will start dying in large
numbers. When that happens, you can justify any sort of killing or torturing. Every person, place, thing or animal

becomes expendable.



