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5/9 4:30pm The Novena Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help in September (usually 2nd Saturday)

Sat will be held on 5th of September (first Saturday) instead, at the usual time of 4:30 pm at
Asiana Centre.

12/9 2pm CCPC Choir is celebrating their 30" Anniversary on 12"September 2015 at St. Peter Julian

Sat Church. Thanksgiving Mass starts at 2pm and will be followed by a mini-concert. There
will be a Celebration dinner at 6pm in “The Eight Restaurant”. Dinner ticket for adult - $50.
Children (under 12) please register to arrange meal and seating. Please contact your group
leader or CCPC Choir Ivan Ho 0411-846-552. Thank you for your support.
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CHINESE CATHOLIC PASTORAL COMMUNITY
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Sunday, August 30, 2015, 22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time B

... they observed that some of his disciples ate their meals with
unclean, that is, unwashed, hands. Mark 7:2)
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Federico Barocci, ¢. 1533-1612,
Studies for the Hands of the Virgin
Mary for the Annunciation < 4 p 3 4. Next Sunday Readings:
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In response to the Archdiocese of Sydney Annual Appeal for the Priests' Retirement Foundation, a collection from
our community will be taken up after Mass next Sunday, 6th of September. Please support generously.

Mandarin and Cantonese Catechumen classes have commenced at Asiana Centre and at SPJ and are still accepting
enrolment. Please invite your non-believer friends and relatives to learn about God and our faith. Catholics are also
encouraged to join in to renew their faith.  Please contact Mrs Elsa Tang on 0401 058 199 for details.

Catechism Refresher gathering meets on Sundays at 1.30pm and the venue is Meeting Room # 2 located on the first
floor of St Peter Julian’s Church. We are studying the “General Instructions of the Roman Missal”. All are welcome
to join us.

(Continued from page 3)

Just as easily, however, one could read his language as a way of preparing people hoping for such a change for

disappointment. Francis could be saying, “Even if we don’t budge on the Communion ban, that doesn’t mean we’re

Fr Joseph Lu OFM will celebrate his Solemn Profession to the Order of Friars Minor at 10.30 am Mass on Saturday
26th September 2015 at Mary Immaculate Church, 45A Victoria Street, Waverley NSW 2014. All are welcome.
After the ceremony, lunch will be provided. If you are staying for lunch, you need to register with Mary Liu, Simon
Liu or Philomena Lee.

Sr Damian LAI will celebrate the Golden Jubilee of her Religious Profession at 10.30 am Mass on Saturday 3 Oct,
2015 at St Paul de Chartres Chapel, 12 Fedrick Street, Boronia Heights, Brisbane, QLD. Congratulations. Joining
you in grateful prayer and may God’s goodness and kindness be with you on this day and all the days of your life.
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Moreover, in ticking off ways in which divorced and remarried believers can still be part of the Church — through prayer, 1L PFE R SR BAEYD T A0 LA
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abandoning you.” It’s notable that Francis explicitly said that remarriage after divorce “contradicts” the sacrament.

attending liturgies, etc (no 1651). — Francis didn’t say anything about Communion. Both sides could read what Francis

said Wednesday and feel encouraged, but neither can claim a papal endorsement.


mailto:info@ccpc.net.au
http://www.ccpc.net.au/
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People who are divorced and remarried are not excommunicated, should participate in the life of the Church.

Recently, Pope Francis in his General Audience on Wednesday at the Vatican remarks that people who are divorced and
remarried are not excommunicated. Pope Francis remarks seem to have caught some people by surprise. In fact, he didn’t
really say anything new. He reminded the world of what the Catholic Church teaches about divorce and remarriage and

encouraged an attitude of mercy and welcome toward those in these circumstances.

Some people believe that a Catholic who divorces is excommunicated. Not true! Divorced persons are full members of the
Church and are encouraged to participate in its activities. The U.S. Catholic Catechism for Adults says: “When divorce is
the only possible recourse, the Church offers her support to those involved and encourages them to remain close to the Lord
through frequent reception of the Sacraments, especially the Holy Eucharist."

Should a divorced Catholic wish to remarry in the Church he or she may need an annulment. Even if a Catholic has divorced
and remarried civilly, the Church does not want them to be alienated. The Catechism of the Catholic Church urges attention
to them, “so that they do not consider themselves separated from the Church, in whose life they can and must participate as
baptized persons” (no. 1651).

The catechism, meantime, has this:

1648 It can seem difficult, even impossible, to bind oneself for life to another human being. This makes it all the more
important to proclaim the Good News that God loves us with a definitive and irrevocable love, that married couples share
in this love, that it supports and sustains them, and that by their own faithfulness they can be witnesses to God’s faithful
love. Spouses who with God’s grace give this witness, often in very difficult conditions, deserve the gratitude and support
of the ecclesial community.

1649 Yet there are some situations in which living together becomes practically impossible for a variety of reasons. In such
cases the Church permits the physical separation of the couple and their living apart. The spouses do not cease to be husband
and wife before God and so are not free to contract a new union. In this difficult situation, the best solution would be, if
possible, reconciliation. The Christian community is called to help these persons live out their situation in a Christian
manner and in fidelity to their marriage bond which remains indissoluble.

1650 Today there are numerous Catholics in many countries who have recourse to civil divorce and contract new civil
unions. In fidelity to the words of Jesus Christ — “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another, commits adultery against
her; and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery” the Church maintains that a new union
cannot be recognized as valid, if the first marriage was. If the divorced are remarried civilly, they find themselves in a
situation that objectively contravenes God’s law. Consequently, they cannot receive Eucharistic communion as long as this
situation persists. For the same reason, they cannot exercise certain ecclesial responsibilities. Reconciliation through the
sacrament of Penance can be granted only to those who have repented for having violated the sign of the covenant and of
fidelity to Christ, and who are committed to living in complete continence.

1651 Toward Christians who live in this situation, and who often keep the faith and desire to bring up their children in a
Christian manner, priests and the whole community must manifest an attentive solicitude, so that they do not consider
themselves separated from the Church, in whose life they can and must participate as baptized persons:

They should be encouraged to listen to the Word of God, to attend the Sacrifice of the Mass, to persevere in prayer, to
contribute to works of charity and to community efforts for justice, to bring up their children in the Christian faith, to
cultivate the spirit and practice of penance and thus implore, day by day, God’s grace.

The pontiff called for greater compassion for such people, but didn’t address whether the Communion ban should be relaxed
(No 1650). So what does that mean for the Communion debate? One could read the pope’s call for welcome and
encouragement as an indirect boost for the reform position, a way of preparing Catholic opinion for an eventual change.

That’s an especially tempting conclusion in light of his emphasis on discernment in different situations. (cont..)



